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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, , and | 
seek in the broad places thereof. if ye can tind aman, if there be any that executeth 
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A writer under the signature of « Paul,’ in the Chris- 
tian Kepository, has made avery determined attack upon 
the Seciety of Friends. taking into review their disuse of 
outward baptism and the supper, &c. We. and then cen- 
suring them for not taking an active part in bible and mis- 
sionary societies. His communications being addressed 
to the Society, a member of that community, under the 
signature of «* Amicus,” has undertaken their defence. It 
is net our purpose to enter into any detail of the argu- 
ments used in this controversy, but we must tell * Paul” 
that we consider it unfair and unwarrantable, in quoting 
from Elias Hicks,to make him say * Bibles and Mission- 
ary Societies” instead of * Bible and Missionary Soci- 
eties,” as the alteration is a very material one. 

What this writer has said concerning the Reformer, in 
his fifth communication, gives us no concern. The fiercer 
he attacks the work, the more fully convinced we shall be 
that it is calculated to be useful, and that its testimon 
reaches him. Nothing gives so much offence as the truth ; 
andas this ** Paul,” unlike Paul the apostle, is no doubt a 
hireling minister, and feels much chagrined at the exten- 
sive circulation of the Reformer in Wilmington, we are 
not surprised at what he has vented forth against it. Con- 
fining ourselves to facts, having truth on our side, and 
governed by pure motives, we fear not attacks from any 
quarter. The time has come when some will judge for them- 
selves, and the denunciations of a corrupt priesthood are 
disregarded. An attack upon this work some time since, 
by a clergyman at Poughkeepsie, in which he cautioned 
his hearers from the pulpit against reading it, or even 
touching it, instead of diminishing, soon increased the 
subscribers at that post-office from twelve to sixty six; 
ainong whom were a number of his own congregation.— 
We have been unwilling to announce publicly the number 
of our subscribers, lest it should be considered boasting +: 
but as Paul has thought proper to state the amount te Be 
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more than eight hundred, he may be informed, they are 
now very little short of one thousand; and that they are 
increasing at this time faster than at any other period, 
We must also tell him, that our subscribers are not made 
up of any particular 2-gt’ fe or infidels, but of the better 
elass of christians, and of nearly every religious persua- 
sion in this country; and our correspondents tre almost as 
Various. 

In regard to opposing the “benevolent institutions 
which characterize the present age,”’ we remark :—Among 
those called benevolent institutions, at the present time, 
are theological seminaries, and societies to raise money 
to train up young men to make their fortunes, by preach- 
ing Christ, and him crucified. ‘To be candid, we must 
say, that most of the plans and schemes set on fovt in 
this day by the priesthood, seem more calculated to draw 
money from the people, establish their influence over them, 
and render them subservient to their designs, than to pro- 
mote the work of righteousness. Can it indeed be sup- 
posed, by any one in the least degree acquainted with the 
nature of Christ’s gospel, that the clergy of the present 
day, who are the chief promoters and actors in these un- 
dertakings, will in any measure advance the true interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom on the earth. We consider 
them, as a body, as far removed from the religion of the 
New Testament, as the scribes and pharisees in our Sa- 
viour’s time were from the religion of Abraham and Moses: 
and though like the pharisees they may compass sea and 
land to make proselytes, aud even succeed in bringing 
some to renounce heathenism, we fear they will not make 
them better, or render much service to the cause of pure 
and undefiled religion. 

——+ oe 
For The Reformer. 
[Communicated from a Correspondent at New-York, ] 

The following advertisement appeared not long since 
in one of the papers of this city :— 


«¢ gy Take notice, that on Monday evening next, at 
half past 7, there will be a sermon preached in the Mid- 
dle Dutch Church, and a collection taken up in behalf of 
the Classical Charity Institution in Amherst, for the edu- 
cation of pious, promising and indigent youth, for the 
gospel ministry. Special exertions will be made by the 
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leaders in music, to give entertainment to the audience ; 
and we hope that on that occasion the liberal will devise 
liberal things, and that the agents in behalf of that infant 
and promising nursery may carry home with them an un- 
equivocal testimony that the inhabitants of our city, al- 
though often called upon to give of their substance to the 
Lord, are not weary in well doing.” 


What schenies and stratagems are made use of in the 
present day, by artful men, to get money out of the peo- 
ple, under pretence of carrying on the work of the Lord. 
There is no end to their cravings, nor any bounds to 
their ingenuity. Here follows another advertisement 
taken from a New Haven paper of May 29. 


‘An Image, formerly worshipped by the natives of the 
Sandwich Islands, and lately sent to this country by the 
American Missionaries, may be seen at Mr. FE. Board- 
man’s store, Chapel-street, opposite the bank, for a few 
days. Whatever may be contributed by those who call 
to see this heathen Idol, will be transmitted to Jeremiah 
Evarts, esq. Treasurer of the Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions.” 


Who could have supposed, a few years ago, that a hea- 
then god would ever be exhibited in this country for the 
purpose of raising money to spread the gospel!! Let no 
man hereafter say the gods of the heathen are powerless, 
when they are able to draw money from the pockets of a 


christian community, by merely showing their faces among 
them. | H. 
—— +e 
For The Reformer. 

It is not by might, nor by power ;” not by the money, 
the wisdom or the associations of men ‘a chief depen- 
dance in these days) that the kingdom of peace and righ- 
teousness will be exalted and advanced in the earth, 
“but by my spirit, saith the Lord.” Again: It is the 
little stone Nebuchadnezzar saw cut out without hands ; 
that is, without the help, the power, the wisdom or con- 
trivance of any man or any associations of men, that 
Ureaks in pieces and subdues all the kingdoms of this 
world, set up in the wisdom and power of man for his 
own glory and aggrandizement—and it will, moreover, 
break in pieces and subdue all the confederacies, combi- 
Hations and associations formed and set up by nominal 
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and corrupt professors of religion, under the influence of 
the same principles, and for the same end. Take it in 
the words of the prophet Daniel, chap. ii. 44, 45. * And 
in the days of these kings sha!l the God of heaven set u 

a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, [that is, those 
who would make use of it for their own glory and ag- 
grandizement] but it shail break in pieces, and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Foras- 
much as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the 
iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the 
great God hath made known to the king what shall come 
to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the in- 
terpretation thereof sure.” A. 

ES GPa ome 
For The Reformer. 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN A Missionary AND A Hinpoo. 


Mis. I have come again tovisit you. The excellency 
and integrity of your character, as [ find it upon inquiry, 
makes me anxious that you should embrace and receive 
the benefit of the religion which I bring; and not with all 
your virtue perish forever. 

Hin. I have read your Bible with great attention, and 
like the latter part of it very well. 

Mis. I was sure that would be the case with a man of 
your integrity and honesty, if he would but read it with 
a good intention. Nothing more is necessary than for 
you to make a public confession of the religion I teach, 
and receive the signs and seals of that confession, and 
with your exemplary life you cannot fail of salvation. 

Hin. 1 am sorry that I cannot in truth return you the 
respectful epithets of honesty and integrity you have 
riven me, if you have given them to me sincerely; I am 
not satisfied of your integrity and sincerity in visiting us. 

Mis. Is it possible P Have you considered the immense 
distance that we came? the vast expense that those who 
are blessed with the religion which we bring, have been 
at to send us into these dark regions to enlighten your 
minds, out of pure love and charity to your souls P And 
also reflected on the perils, and dangers, and hardships we 
have encountered in crossing the wide waters. With all 
these things present to your mind, how can you possibly 














THE REFORMER. 149 


Hin. It would, I fear, take more time than your pa- 
tience would hold out, to hear me state all the evidence 
which raises doubts in my mind, 

Mis. It is my business to remove all those doubts. 
Proceed without fear that my patience will not hold out, 
or that I shall not remove them all. 

Hin. You come to this country you say to teach us the 
religion of Jesus Christ ; and— 

Mis. That is our errand, and you have said already 
that you think very well of the latter part of our Bible, 
and that is the religion of Jesus Christ; what doubts then 
can you have P 

Hin. I was coing to add: and if I rightly understand 

the history of Jesus Christ, and the religion which he 
taught, as there related, he was himself extremely poor, 
and destitute of all the soods of this world, and enjoined 
upon his disciples to take up a cross to this world, to 
deny them:elves of it, and to follow his example: and he 
more especially enjoined upon his ministers, to make no 
provision of the goods of this world, not even to have two 
coats, or money wherewith to purchase the necessaries of 
life, but to depend upon his and his Father’s bounty to 
provide all for them, either immediately, or by opening 
the hearts of their fellow men to whom they were sent. 
And— 

Mis. But you don’t consider the difference between 
the state of religion, and of its professors, in that da 
and in the present: christians in that day were but few, 
and generally very poor; it was therefore impossible for 
them then to provide the necessaries, much less to make 
a decent and comfortable provision becoming the dignity 
of Christ’s ministers. But now it is far ‘otherwise.— 
Christians have become very numerous, and are greatly 
blessed in wealth and treasure; it would, therefore, be 
ingratitude in the highest degree, not to make ample pro- 
vision for God’s ministers and messengers. It is this gra- 
titude which makes the great difference you see in the 
provision which is made for Christ’s ministers, and that 
of your priests. And I have very little doubt, that a man 
of your virtue and abilities, on becoming a sincere con- 
vert, would soon arrive to the dignity of a christian mi- 
nister. 

Hin. You have anticipated a part of what I was going 
to observe, which might serve as a confirmation of the 
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truth of what I before believed, if I had needed it—that 
the professors of your religion are entirely a different 
people, and your ministers actuated by entirely different 
motives, from those described in the book [ have men- 
tioned. There are other and still more powerful reasons 
to convince me, that the religion which you teach is en- 
tirely different from that which I find described in that 
book; and that its professors, at least those of them that 
I have come to any knowledge of, are entirely different, 
as well in their outward conduct and behaviour, as in the 
object of the love and devotion of their hearts, and in the 
temper and disposition of their minds; and it is in these 
that all the difference that I know of between good and 
bad men consists. 

«Mis. You are not to look at the conduct of its profes- 
sors, nor, perhaps, even of its ministers, for the truth of 
the religion we teach. We teach the Bible as our reli- 
gion, and that you have said you like very well; what 
then are you hesitating about? 

Hin. | well remember a good while ago, when you put 
a translation of your Bible into my hands, you said that 
was your religion. Of what possible use can it be to an 
man to confess that his religion is contained in that book, 
even if it were possible that a man’s religion could be con- 
tained in any book, whilst the whole tenor of his life and 
conduct, and disposition, and temper of mind, remains to 
be the reverse of that described and recommended in that 
book. To show that you are no better than ourselves, 1 
might here relate the dreadful conduct, the blood-thirsty 
and wanton cruelty, the devastation, the avarice and ra- 
pacity, and even revenge, whenever the means of satia- 
ting it has been withheld or concealed, which has been 


.exercised by those of your religion, upon the miserable 


inhabitants of these countries, and in which even your 
priests have been encuuragers and sharers in the plunder; 
but this is unnecessary, it is sufficiently known to you 
and those of your order. 

Mis, 1 must acknowledge there is a great deal of truth 
in what you have last said; they have behaved very cru- 
elly and wickedly, and are great sinners; but, as I said 
before, you must not judge of our religion by the conduct 
of its professors. We teach you the religion of the Bible, 
and that teaches peace and forbearance. and submission 
fe injuries, rather than doing them. But we are all mi- 
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gerable sinners, they and you and all mankind sand we 
cannot expect to live without sin in this world. — 

Hin. 1 should be afraid to trust to this doctrine; be- 
sides 1 do not understand your Bible so. 

Mis. It is not to be wondered at that you do not yet 
understand it; that will be our business fully to explain 
to you. 

Hin. But how could you explain this to all the people 
of these populous countries, if we were all to accept your 
religion? 

Mis. O! that we few that are now here—I know that 
we could not do it. But if you were to accept our reli- 
gion sincerely, and make a suitable provision for our sup- 
port, as you would then be willing and desirous to do, 
many more would come. Besides, great numbers of your 
own people would svon, by our instruction, be qualified 
to teach and explain the Bible as well as we, and nume- 
rous theological seminaries also would be established to 

repare them for this purpose. 

Hin. But how should we be able to support so many 
more priests or teachers of religion P 

Mis. More? You would not need many more; you 
would then discard and reject all your present miserable, 
dark, blind and idolatrous priests. 

Hin. Even then how should we be able to support them, 
if, as [ understand, it requires from one to two thousand 
dollars to support one of your ministers becoming the dig- 

nity of Christ’s ministers. This sum supports from ten 
to twenty of our priests. It is true they are many of 
them miserable teachers,and sume of them craving enough, 
but their avarice might seem self-denial compared with 
yours.* 

Mis. I warn you that you do not through your own 
eovetousness of the goods of this world, deprive your- 
selves of the blessing which we bring and tender to your 
acceptance. You truly have no sense of that openness 





* Note hy the Editors —Vhe wages of the natives in Hindosta:, ar’ ex- 
tremely low, and consequenty, the necessaries of life must be propor- 
tionably cheap. We are told, that « rupee, or 55 cents per moth, is the 
sommon price, if found, or ten shillings per mouth, when they find theme 
selves. But Mr. Marshman, one of tie Mi-sionaries at Serampore, states, 
that a thousand dollars annually to support + foreign Missionary im India, 
the most rigid economy will, in ssy mstances, fee! insufficient; and he 
tramnediately afierwards observes: sécty dollars annually wi'l support a na} 


tive and his family with equal comfort. See Latier Day Luminury, p. 490. 
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and liberality of mind, with which the christian religion 
ipfuences its vetaries: and as I despair of bru uging you 
tu see the advantages that will arise to you and — your 
count: P bing n, by embracing the religion we teach, I’ bid 
you adieu. B. 
_—— + oe 
For Vhe Reformer. 

We are told in the Baltimore Chronicle, that after be- 
ing thirteen or fourteen years in building, ** the consecra- 
tion of the Cathedral Charch of Baltimore took place on 
Thursday, Sist. May, the feast of the Ascension.”  Af- 
ter deseri Unig the style and spiendour of the edifice, (its 
pian repres senting a Roman Cross .) the writer observes ! 
On one sideof thealtar stands the Archi- “episcopal throne, 

nel on the other the pulpit. ihe organ and Choir are in 
the right arm of the Cross; the whoie of the interior has 
the most imposing appearance.and inspires the idea of 
what the house of God ourht to be.”’ 

How inconsistent and absurd to erect such an expen- 
sive and pempous building, for the worship of Him 
whe requires to be worshiped in spirit and in truth. 
And how superstitious the idea, to suppose that by cer- 
tain ceremonies, a place is rendered more holy than be- 
fore, or one house made more holy than another. But 
this is a consistent part of popery. 

Let us proceed to the account of the consecration of this 
august eclifice. 


‘¢[t being announced that the doors of the church were 
to be open at 9 o’clock, for hours before the concourse of 
people was such that access was very difficult, which can 
be perceived, when hundreds, nay, thousands, were oblig- 
ed to depart without witnessing the crand and solemn ce- 
remony.—At half past ten the Archbishop was attended 
by the Clergy from his house to the church. The Prelates, 
Clergy. and other ecclesiastics who officiated, may be des- 
cribed in the following order in which they made the pro- 
cession round the church. 

«61. Phe trustees of the church led the wa 

‘¢ 2. The processional cross bearer between two Aco- 
lythes with candles. 

‘© 3. Twenty-four boys in white dresses, two and two. 

“4, The ecclesiastical students of Mount St. Mary, 
Emitsbure. 

«5. The ecclesiastical students of St. Mary, Baltimore. 
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«¢ 6. The Thurifers, [ Bearers of Frankincense, | Aco- 
lythes, Mitre bearers and Crosier bearer. 

«“ 7. Twenty-four clergymen in surplices and stoles. 

‘¢ 8. Four Archdeacons in copes. 

«9. The Right Rev. Dr. Connell, Bishop of Philadel- 
phia, in cope and mitre, attended by deacon and sub-dea- 
con. 

“ 10. The Right Rev. Doctor Chevereux, Bishop of 
Boston, in cope and mitre, attended by deacon and sub- 
deacon. 

“11. The officiating deacon and sub-deacon, in their 
tunics and dalmatics. | 

«“ Lastly. ‘The Most Rev. Doctor Marechal, arch-bish- 
op of the United States, chief officiating prelate, in cope, 
mitre, pallium and crosier, attended by an arch-deacon, 
and followed by a full band of music. 

‘The procession moved down the centre ajsle, whilst 
the 50th Psalm was solemnly performed by the clergy, 
with the band accompaniment. Having arrived at the 
door, the usual prayer was repeated by his grace the arch- 
bishop, after which, the procession again moved, he 
sprinkling the walls with water, blessed for the occasion. 
—n entering the church again, the litany of the Saints 
commenced with organ accompaniment.— When finished, 
the procession in the interior took place with the usual 
Psalms and prayers for the benediction of a church; to 
which succeeded High Mass; the music thereof was the 
one in B. selected from the celebrated Haydn—it was 
performed in a superior style, by 60 amateurs with the 
assistance of the Harmonic Society and choir of the 
church. 

“ After the gospel was sung by the officiating deacon, 
the Rev. Mr. Baxter entered the pulpit, and pronounced 
a sermon replete with eloquence and beauty, and most 
suited to the occasion.” 

Here we havea string of ecclesiastical orders increas- 
ing in dignity from a simple trustee to a most reverend 
Doctor—a psalm chaunted accompanied by a band of 
music—a prayer ** repeated by his grace’’—walls 
sprinkled with “ blessed water’’—litany with organ ac- 
companiment—psalms and prayers for the benediction of 
a church—high mass, &c. and to cap the climax, * a ser- 
mon pronounced replete with eloquence and beauty.” It 
is astonishing any person should imagine that such pomp 
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and display can comport with the rae required by 
the gospel, or that such superstition can make any part of 
the simple and rational system of christianity as laid down 
by its divine auther and his apostles! Whocan seein - 
all this ceremony and parade any thing more of the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ than may be discovered in the rites 
and practices of ancient heathens. Was the religion of 
the gospel intended merely for the amusement of the sen- 
ses ? or designed to advance its professors to thrones of 
dignity among their brethren? Christ has said “ Who- 
soever will be chief among you let him be your servant,” 
Christianity can hold no concord with such things as 
these. Unhappily, the corruptions of the human heart are 
on their side, for they gratify its taste for show and pa- 
rade. ° 

This to be sure was done by Catholics, and it will per- 
haps be said, that not much better is to be expected from 
that corrupt source. But iet us be honest and look at 
home, and endeavour to discover how much of popery we 
have among ourselves. Names do not alter things. Was 
not the present parade exceeded in inconsistency, a short 
time since, on laying the corner stone of a Presbyterian 
meeting-house at New Orleans ?* What is the meaning 
of the prayers and sermons which customarily take place 
among most religious denominations on similar occasions? 
Is there nothing in the practice savouring of superstition 
and popery? What are we to think of the gorgeous dra- 
pery with which pulpits are adorned, and the black and 
white vestments of the pretended humble embassadors of 
Christ that fill them? Is there nothing in these things 
like pride, like superstition, like popery? What of the 
organs, choiristers—but it would be in vain to attempt to 
enumerate all the points of resemblance, for there are 
some churches called protestant, resembling in so we 
things the Church of Rome, that, as was once remarked, 
he need be a wise man that can distinguish between them. 
The reader need only, in addition, be referred to an ac- 
count of the consecration of “ St. Catherine Cree Church,” 
in London, by archbishop Laud.+ He will there find 
* enough to have made even a popish cardinal blush.” 

After the points of similarity which have been traced, 
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* See Reformer, No. 1, p. 22. 
+ See Buck’s Theolog. Dict. Art, Consecration. 
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need we wonder that Protestants should open their places 
of worship for the use of Catholic priests, as we are In- 
formed in the public papers, was recently done in Wil- 
mington, N.C. for “the Rev. r England. bishop of 
Charleston.” There is something curious as well as novel 
in this affair. Do Protestants indeed begin to perceive 
that there is not much difference between them and the 
Church of Rome? If so. I hope they will also see the 
necessity of beginning another reformation. ‘The account 
is headed “liberality of sentiment.” and the circumstance 
hailed as the triumph of « Christian charity.”” An editor 
of one of our juurnals, in his notice of the subject, “ hopes 
the reign of prejudice and bigotry and fanaticism is nearly 
over!”? What were the motives which led the trustees to 
tender their meeting-house to a Catholic bishop, * for the 

erformance of his official duties.”’ itis difficult to divine. 

erhaps. however, it was intended as areturn for certain 
“ Just Sentiments,” which the said bishop is reported to 
have uttered some time before “ at the anniversary of St. 
Patricks,”’ and which have gone the round of the papers. 
Notwithstanding, however, the expression of approbation 
which these *“‘sentiments” have received, and the opinion of 
the National Advocate, that did they universally prevail, 
“the millenium, so long looked for, would then really 
exist,” it is worthy of notice by those who may peruse 
them, that there is not a single idea contained in them 
which can even remotely be construed into an admission, 
that any one can obtain salvation out of the pale of the 
Romish Church.* No, the leopard has not yet changed its 

* Note by the Editors.—It has ever been the settled design of the Cas 
tholic Church, not to come tg us, but for as to go over to them; and we 
seem approaching towards them in many things with rapid strides. Al- 
ready the Pope and the Prince Regent, the latter the head of a numerous 
Protestant Church, are on very gracious terms, and send each other gifs; 
and ere long we may see the leading men of most Protestant societies, 
disposed to consider the Romish priests as co-workers with them in the 
fellowship of the gospel, and unite heart and hand with them in opposing 
the truth.and keeping up the reign of the man of sin. 

It is worthy of observation, that « few years since, several Protestant 
clergymen in this country joined the Catholie communion ; and recently, 
ehurches of long standing have cancelled their existence as a separate come 
munity, und amalgamated themselves with a more +.umerous and powerful 
sect; while others are propesing to do the same, Whe societies «re very 
much alike, it is easy for them to juin together in boucds of fellowship; for 
the world loves its own. By this means too, it will be more easy for them 
to get the secular power on their side, and prom ‘te their aggran.izement 
and designs by the enactment of laws. Should such a state of things be 


brought about, woe wiil be to the man who shu!l vestify against their prate 
ttees, or oppose any of their schemes and designs, 
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spots, nor the Ethiopian his skin. Popery is very much 
the same that ever it was; and bishop England under- 
stands too well the Catholic faith, to deviate from an 
avowed doctrine of the Church. 

But now a disposition to accommodate each other, and 
leave them at rest in their evil practices—their pride, and 
vain glory, and usurpations, passes for christian charity, 
while pure spiritual religion, the only bond that can unite 
ehristians in the fellowship of the gospel, is, I fear, too 
ones disregarded. True christian charity is of a 
very different nature. While it stands opposed to al! ran- 
cour, bitterness and persecution, it leads those who pos- 
sess it to speak truth with plainness, and testify against 
evil under whatever form it may be presented, or how- 
ever speciously disguised. Under its influence they 
will be divinely enlightened to see that Christ can hold 
no concord with Belial, and they will not call darkness 
light, nor put bitter for sweet, but, according to the in- 
junction of their Divine Master, judge of the tree by its 
fruit. C—, 





For The Reformer. 

Although the Indian chief Red Jacket has rendered 
himself peculiarly obnoxious to some, in consequence of 
his late letter to governor Clinton, and his objection to 
missionaries amongst his nation, he had certainly a just 
right to make his complaint; and the statements he has 
given, instead of arousing our indignation, ought to cover 
us with confusion. 

Ignorant and uncivilized as these children of the forest 
are, they have reason and reflection enough to discover 
the plain contradiction which exists between our profes- 
sions and our practice. Most of the Indians will acknow- 
ledge the excellency of the system Jaid down in the gos- 
pel, and assent to the rectitude of its moral obligations, 
but they stumble at the example which is set before them. 
They see the increasing usurpations of their white neigh- 
bours: they mark the dissentions, the treachery, and un- 
righteousness which prevail amongst them: and can we 
wonder to see them prejudiced against us. 

The licentiousness and depravity of the whites who are 
settled in the vicinity of the Indians—the base manner in 
which they practise upon their ignorance, and the unin- 
viting and overbearing deportment of many who attempt 
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to christianize them, are more than sufficient to excite 
feelings inimical to the reception of the doctrines of the 
gospel, in minds less capable of serious reflection than 
theirs. With what propriety can we stile these people 
“ Pagans,”’—represent them in a situation lost and un- 
done—perishing for lack of knowledge—and send men 
amongst them to preach a religion, the fundamental prin- 
ciples of which we violate by our practice! If their situ- 
ation be so forlorn, who have never had the advantage of 
outward information, how much more hopeless must be 
the condition of those who know so much more, and yet 
act no better P Well would it be for us, first to christian- 
ize ourselves, and afterwards endeavour to convert others. 
Did the purity and holiness of our lives—did the justice 
and integrity of our conduct, proclaim aloud the superio- 
rity of the doctrines we make profession of, and hold out 
the powerfully persuasive invitation: “ follow us as we 
follow Christ,” we should find little difficulty in winning 
others over to our feith. Disinterested labours amongst 
the Indians would then be crowned with success, and the 
consummation of the blessed promise hastened, when 
“the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.” Isa. xi. 9. 

To prove that the sentiments of Red Jacket are the effect 
of long experience and observation, we shall make some 
extracts from a speech which he delivered in 1805, in an- 
swer to a missionary who had come among them. 

The missionary, in his address to the Council, which 
had been convened to hear his proposals, adverts to the 
kindness of the Boston Missionary Society, by whom he 
was sent; represents the situation of the Indians as 
wretched and undone; expresses his desire to correct 
their errors, and to open their eyes, that they might see 
clearly; urges them to state their objections to his reli- 
gion, if they have any, and to give early attention to the 
offers which he makes them. To all which Red Jacket 
replies. viz. 

‘© Friend and Brother—It was the will of the Great 
Spirit that we should meet together this day. He orders 
all things, and has given us a fine day for our council.— 
He has taken his garment from before the sun, and caused 
it to shine with brightness upon us. Our eyes are opened 
that we see clearly—ur ears are unstopped, that we have 
been able to hear distinctly the words you have spoken. 
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For all these favours, we thank the Great Spirit, and Him 
only.” 

{ After feelingly adverting to the happiness and plenty 
which reigned among their forefathers, betore the emigra- 
tion of the whites amongst them, and shewing how their 
situations were now reversed, he proceeds : ] 

“ Brother, continue to listen—You say that you are sent 
to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit agreeably 
to his mind; and, if we do not take hold of the religion 
which you white people teach, we shall be unhappy here- 
after.—You say you are right and we are lost. How do 
we know this to be true—We understand that your reli- 

ion is written ina book. We only know what you tell 
us about it. How shall we know when to believe, being 
so often deceived by the white people. 

“* Brother—You say there is but one way to worship 
and serve the Great Spirit. If there is but one religion, 
why do you white people differ so much about it? Why 
not all agreed, as you can all read the book. 

‘* Brother—We have been told that you have been 
preaching to the white people in this place :—These peo- 
ong are our neighbours—we are acquainted with them.— 

e will wait a little while, and see what effect your® 
preaching has upon them. If we find it does them good, 
makes them honest, and less disposed to cheat Indians, 
we will then consider again of what you have said. 

“ As we are going to part, we will come and take you 
by the hand, and hope the Great Spirit will protect you on 
your journey, and return you safe to your friends.” 

It is stated: ‘ As the Indians began to approach the 
missionary, he rose hastily from his seat, and replied, that 
he could not take them by the hand; that there was no 
fellowship between the religion of God and the works of 
the devil. This being interpreted to the Indians, they 
smiled and retired peaceably.” 


We have no disposition to discourage any good work— 
we should rejoice to see, not only all the Indians, but all 
mankind, savingly converted to the holy “faith, once de- 
livered to the saints.’”” We also believe, the promulga- 
tion of the gospel amongst the heathen, were it done under 
Divine authority, and by persons properly qualified, would 
be a good work ; but we cannot believe that the kingdom 
of the Redeemer will be promoted, or their conversion ef- 
fected, by sending amongst them persons, who have never 
become the self-denying followers of a crucified Saviour 5 
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and whose primary motives, too often, are the salary they 
receive, or the glory and praise of men. B. 


ED > Be 


INHUMANITY. 


[To show the sruelty which is yet exercised to the Indians by some of 
our countrymen, (and which is calculated to harden their hearts towards 
us) we will give a statement of the late unmerciful treatnient of two of 
these people, during their imprisonment in Iilinois Distriet: extracted 
from the Iilinoise Intellagencer, of May 5.—These Indians had murdered 
two of the United States soldiers, and according to the laws of our land 
had forfeited their lives. It is not intended to exculpate them from the 
heinousness of their crime : but why treat them in their imprisonment, so 
different from our own people, when imprisoned for similar offences? We 
proceed to the extract | 


‘© The United States Court for this District, adjourned 
on Saturday afternoon last. On Friday morning com- 
menced the trial of the United States vs. Che-wa-cha-rah 
and Who-rah jin-kah, two Indians of the Winebago tribe, 
on an indictment for the murder of John Blottenburgh and 
Clement Attley Riggs, two soldiers of the United States, 
stationed at fort Armstrong on Rock Island in the Missis- 
Sippi. 

« The case was ably argued to the jury by William L. D. 
Ewing, Ksq. for the prisoners, and Col. Leavenworth for 
the prosecution. 

‘“‘ The jury retired from the bar, and, after an absence of 
half an hour, returned with a verdict of Guilty. 

‘** On Saturday the prisoners were brought to the bar, 
and received the following sentence: ‘That they should 
be closely and safely confined in some prison in this Dis- 
trict, until the 14th day of July next; on which day, be- 
tween the hours of 9 o’clock, A. M. and 6 o’clock, P. M. 
they should be taken to some place for execution, and 
respectively hung by the neck until they are dead. 

‘* These unfortunate Indians were brought down from 
fort Armstrong, last fall, by Col. Leavenworth, late com- 
mandant of that post, and delivered to the civil authority 
at Ndwardsville, and trom that place were transferred to 
the Belleville jail. At that time they were hearty, robust 
men—now they are scarcely able to stand or move. So 
great was the difference in their present and former ap- 
pearance, that Co]. Leavenworth considered it his duty to 
inquire into the cause. This was done in the presence of 
Henry Connar, Esq. Marshal of this District, Major 
Biddle of the army, and a number of the most respectable 
citizens of this Town. 
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‘¢ Upon being interrogated, the Indians complained 
very much of their treatment while at Belleville : they sta- 
ted that, during the last inclement winter, they had no 
fire 5 that no bedding of any description had been furnish- 
ed them; and that they had been compelled to lie upon 
the hard floor, with only their blankets for a covering. 
According to their account, they have generally received, 
for their daily allowance, only a small piece of corn bread, 
of the size of a small biscuit, and half that quantity of 
meat ; and at one time, for three days and nights, receiv- 
ed neither food nor water.—WDo we cal! ourselves a Chris- 
tian nation ? Do we boast of our humanity—our justice P 
Were these men in the custody of American people and 
American laws? If this is true, in what do our prisons 
differ from those of the Spanish Inquisition, or ourselves 
from those nations which we are pleased to call barbarous 
and uncivilized P—Shonld we be weighed in the balance, 
we are fearfui in this instance of our humanity, we should 
be found wanting. 

‘¢ For the honor of our country, for the honor of human 
nature, we trust this statement is exaggerated ; and for 
the honor of St. Clair county, we hope that some inquiry 
will be made upon this proceeding. 

«¢ After Judge Pope had pronounced sentence upon the 
prisoners, Cah-rah-mah-ree an aged chief, who with five 
of his tribe, had attended the trial, came forward, and 
addressed the Court in substance as follows: 

¢ Father—I came down from my nation to this place, to 
attend the trial of Che-wa-cha-rah and Who-rah-jin-kah. 

‘You are an American, Father—I claim to be an Ame- 
rican also. When I give my hand to you, I give it to our 
Great Father (the President,) and call the Great Spirit 
to witness the sincerity of my desire that peace may exist 
amongst us; butI have not the same power in my nation, 
as you, Father, have over your children here, (pointing 
to the multitude,) which causes me great sorrow.— Wher- 
ever Cah-rah-mah-ree is there shall always be aclear sky, 
no clouds todisturb our peace. When I came down here, 
I had hoped to find that Che-wa-cha-rah and Who-rah- 
jin-kah had been better treated, but my heart is oppres- 
sed at the cruelty that they have received. I did hope 
that pity would have been found for them, and that mercy 
would be shown them. But let peace be between us. I 
look up to our Great Father, as Ido to the Great Spirits 
for protection. 
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‘ My father—I came here to see justice but I find 

none—Cah-rah-mah-ree is honest—he speaks what he 

thinks—he shakes you for the last time by the hand.’ ’ 


—D aE 
For The Reformer. 


I devote some of my time to reading; and occasionally 
make extracts from what I read, of such passages as ap- 
pear particularly adapted to enforce the subject treated 
on. Lately on looking over some of these, I found the 
following ; which I offer to the editors for insertion, if in 
their view it appears calculated to counteract the pre- 
vailing erroneous opinion, that gospel ministry is depen- 
dant on school learning. 

«+ Christianity depends not on schools and colleges for 
support: it stands upon a foundation superior to human 
learning, and may be the sure possession of every man 
who has sense enough to know, whether he is happy or 
unhappy, good or evil. For this knowledge, if adhered 
to, is every man’s sure guide to that one salvation preach- 
ed by the gospel; which gospel stands in no more need 
of school learning, and critical art now, than it did when 
Christ was‘preaching it upon earth. How absurd would 
it have been for critics in Greek and Hebrew, to have 
followed Christ and his apostles, as necessary explainers 
of their words, which called for nothing in the hearers 
but penitent hearts turned to God.. If none but learned 
men are qualified to understand the words of scripture, 
and the plain man is to receive it from them, how must 
he know which has the right knowledge ? For no one need 
be told, that, ever since learning has borne sway in the 
church, that the learned have contradicted each other 
even in essential points of doctrine. Some of them tell 
the illiterate they will be lost if they adopt this or that 
belief; others tell them they cannot be saved if they do 
not adopt it. If therefore scholars are to be depended on 
to teach christianity, how must the unlearned come at it? 
Must they, though unlearned, yet decide which learned 
man is in the right ? If so, they are to do that for scholars, 
which they cannot do for themselves, or for each other. 

* But christian redemption is God’s mercy to mankind, 
and every failen man, as such, is an object of it. It has 
no dependance upon times or places, or the ages and se- 
veral conditions of the world, or any outward circum- 
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stances of life. The learned linguist, and the anlettered 
rustic, have but one and the same common way of find- 
ingit. And he that writes large commentaries upon the 
bible, must be saved by something full as different trom 
book knowledge, as he who can neither read or write. 

‘‘ For this salvation, which is God’s mercy to the fallen 
soul of man, must be something that meets every man, 
and to which every man has something that directs him 
toturn. Now this something that opens the way to chris- 
tian redemption, in every soul, is a sense given it of the 
vanity and misery of this world; and a prayer of faith 
and hope, to be raised to a better state. Here the mercy 
of God, and the misery of man, are met together; here 
the fall and the redemption kiss each other. This is the 
ehristianity which alone saved the first man, and must the 
last. ‘This is it on which hang all the law and the pro- 
phets, and which fulfills them both: for they have only 
this end, to turn man from the lusts of this life, to a desire 
and faith, and hope of a better. Thus does the whole of 
ehristian redemption, considered on the part of man, 
stand in the same degree of nearness, and plainness to all 
mankind: it is as simple and plain, as the feeling our own 
misery; and as natural, as the desire of being saved and 
delivered from him. 

“ This desire and faith and hope of a new life born of 
God, as our only possible redemption and salvation, is 
the spirit of prayer, which espouses and unites us to 
Christ and God. Itis a stretching with all its desire after 
the life of God; it is leaving, as far as it can,.all its own 
spirit, to receive a spirit from above; to be one life, one 
love, one spirit with Christ in God. This prayer, is the 
prayer in the name of Christ, to which nothing is denied: 
for the love which God bears to the soul, his eternal, never- 
ceasing desire to enter into it, to dwell in it, and open the 
birth of his holy word and spirit in it, stays no longer than 
till the heart_opens to receive him. For nothing keeps 
God out of the soul, or hinders his holy union with it, but 
the desire of the heart turned*from him. 

‘¢ Man truly sensible that his redemption or salvation, 
is to be brought about in the inmost ground and depth of 
his heart, he then applies to God as the God of his heart, 
and therefore what he offers to God, is his heart ; and this 
keeps him always spiritually alive; preparing his heart 
for all the operations of God’s holy spirit upon it. Thus 
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he is a true inward christian, who, as our blessed Lord 
speaks, has the kingdom of God within him: where the 
state and habit of his heart continually, thankfully wor- 
ships the Father in spirit and in truth.” A. B. 


a 


‘or The Reformer. 
The great body of ministers in this day, instead of learn- 
ing of Christ to be meek and lowly, and ministering as 
of the ability which God giveth, reject with disdain his 
holy commands ; and with excellency of speech and hu- 
man literature, acquired in some college, and that wisdom 
which is foolishness with God, undertake to preach the 
gospel. Who that has any true knowledge of christianity, 
can believe theyare sent of God; or that they will profit the 
people. But the fault is not wholly in the ministers, the 
people in a great measure, are the cause of such a state of 
things. For the timehas come, foretold by the Apostle, 
when “they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears.” Now, in order to be able fully to gratify their 
itching ears, and obtain their favour and approbation, 
those who teach them must have a college education, and 
be skilled in all the nice arts of oratory and elocution; yet 
the minds of people are so blinded by the god of this world, 
or else they are under such strong delusion, that they be- 
lieve there is a great deal of true piety and religion now 
in the world. Hence none must teach them but such as 
will cry peace, peace, and daub them up with untempered 
mortar, in their iniquities; and also allow them, while 
professing christianity, full license to revenge injuries, 
kill their enemies in time of war, enter into suits at law, 
and carry their point to the utmost extent, instead of 
enjoining upon them to be patient of injuries; to love 
their enemies: and take wrong, and suffer themselves to 
be defrauded sooner than go to law, as the gospel requires. 
Such among many others, are the corruptions of the pre- 
sent day, which carry a peculiar dark aspect with them, 
and cause sorrow to the pious mind. SINCERUS. 
FOR THE REFORMER. 
To the Editors—When men depart from the line of 
truth to accomplish purposes of their own, they generally 
betray great inconsistency. This appears to have been the 
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case with W. M. Engles, in his Thoughts on Lay Preach- 
ing.” After first stating that * the ministry is an ordi- 
nance of (iod,”? he then makes out that it is wholly of 
man. Hence, he speaks of fitting men to preach the gos- 
pe!, by an appropriate education, in the same manner a: a 
man is fitted, by au apprenticeship, for the professional 
duties of an ordinary mechanical! employment; and de- 
clares, that the authority to exercise the functions of the 
mivistry, can only be communicated by those who al- 
ready possess that authority—that is, other ministers: so 
that God’s »rdinance, as he at first calls it, is wholly taken 
out of God’s hands, and put into the hands of men. 

It is readily allowed, that the ministry he is contend- 
ing for is wholly of man, and is brought about and consti- 
tuted through the teaching and ordination of man, and not 
by the apo and will of God ; consequently, it cannot be 
expected it will promote the cause of God. But the true 
ministry is of God, and it becomes,he power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. It is exercised in 
that ability which God giveth, and man can neither add 
any thing to, or diminish from it, by any ordination or 
ceremony whatever. And it is moreover my belief, that 
the evidences of being called of God to this work, are by 
no means as scanty as some might suppose, who have 
never received such a call; for they have it not by tradi- 
tion or literal knowledge, but by painful experience in the 
cross of Christ; by which every selfish and covetous pro- 
pensity is subdued: and they can say as the apostle, woe 
is unto them if they preach not the gospel. They do not 
look for a reward, either in time or eternity; and as much 
as possible, will keep themselves from being burdensome 
to those among whom they labour: esteeming it more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

Such are the true ministers of Christ, wherever they 
may be found: and although it is a sorrowful truth, that 
few of this description are now in the world, yet it_is my 
firm belief, that their number will increase; and that they 
will regard neither the favour, nor the frowns of men, but 
God only ; who will arise and shake terribly the earth, and 
not only the earth, but also heaven: and hypocrites in 
Zion shall tremble, and the false hearted professors be 
amazed: and truth and righteousness be exalted over sin 
and wickedness, to the glory of God, and the peace and 
happiness of men. A Pitceim™. 
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For The Reformer. 

To the Fditors.—It is observed by W. M. Engles, in 
his thoughts on Lay Preaching: ‘“ We do believe, that 
there may be an agency exerted with the purest intentions 
to spread the gospel, and which may appear sanctified by 
its success, which is nevertheless contrary to scripture 
authority, and therefore to be discountenanced.” If W. 
M. Engles can produce such scripture authority, I wish 
him to do it. 

Again he says: ‘ The Apostles who received an ex- 
traordinary call to the ministry, did, by a particular cere- 
mony, communicate ministerial authority to those who 
were te take part with them in the work ; and it is by an 
imitation of their example, that a regular succession of 
Gospel Ministers has been preserved in the church.” If 
W. M. Engles can point out where to find the particular 
ceremony the Apostles used to make ministers, I alse 
wish him to do it. 

As these are matters of very great importance, it will 
add to the reputation of W. M. Engles, as a minister of 
the gospel, to support his declarations by the testimon 
of scripture; until which time we must consider his 
thoughts on Lay Preaching but vain opinions, contrary to 
scripture authority, and therefore to be discountenanced. 

SIMPLICITY, 


on GE 


Osacr Mission Famity. 
B.rtracted from the Illinois Gazette of May 12th, printed at Shawneea 


town. 

“ The Osage Mission Family spent the Sabbath-day, 
the 6th instant, here. As the boats laid abreast the town, 
and the family were seen occasionally passing to and fro 
on them, and from the water to the shore, we were irresis- 
tibly led to some reflections on the situation and prose 
pects of these emigrants, whom we cannot but consider 
as the amiable victims of an ill-directed enthusiasm. Ma- 
ny there are who consider, as idle chimera, every effort 
to civilize the Indian. Others are of opinion that civi- 
lization goes no further with the Red men than to teach 
them the vices of the whites,” &c. &c. 

_ “ For ourselves, without maturely considering the sub- 

ject, we venture to question the necessity at least of In- 

dian missions. We are not so visionary as to prefer the 

savage life or the savage manners, but we do suppose the 
27 
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Indians a more happy, a more just, and a more moral peo- 
ple than*the whites. If they do not enjoy our eclegan- 
eies and refinements, so much the better for them ; they 
know them not; they need them not. Among them no 
fault escapes punishment ; and if they are severe in their 
punishments, let us compare with their code that part of 
the laws of England which punishes with death the most 
petty thefts—a barbarity which yet disgraces some por- 
tions of our free, our happy, our enlightened land. But 
we are going astray; our object when we sat down was 
to notice the departure of the Osage Mission family, and 


to express a wish that the immense sums appropriated to 


missions to India, and to savages in the western forests, 
were confined to the more useful and more necessary task 
of diffusing information among our unenlightened and 
rude countrymen.” 

‘* We hope not to be thought uncharitable, but while 
so many objects present themselves to the consideration 
of the wealthy and humane citizens of the United States, 
how can we view with approbation, or even toleration, 
expensive missions like the present? Are the citizens 
of Shawanee, and extensive settlements round it, less 
worthy the attention of Mission Societies, than the Usa- 

es P Are the temporal and spiritual concerns of the | 
white Shawanees less important than those of the red 
Osages? We imagine not; nay, one of the members of 
the very mission family which is the subject of this notice, 
expressed while here, a similar opinion. To what account 


then, shall we place this zeal for organizing Indian mis- 


sions? Can it be any thing above ostentation that indu- 
ees men to spend large sums of money in unnecessarily 
feeding foreigners, while their sisters and their brothers 
are starving at home.” 


a 


WeatTtTa or THe Mexican Crurcu. 


William D. Robinson, in his account of Mexico, states: 
«The kingdom is divided into one Arch-bishopric and 
eight Bishoprics. The revolution has materially reduced 
their incomes ; but prior to that event, the dignitaries re- 
eeived the following immense annual revenues :—Arch- 
bishop of Mexico, 130,000; Bishop of La Puebla, 110,0005 
Valladolid, 100,000; Guadalaxara, 90,000; Durango, 
£5,000; Monterey, 30,000; Yucatan, 20,000; Oaxaca, 
18,000 ; Sonora, 6,000.—The canons, from seven te nine 
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thousand dollars, and the sub-canons, from twe to four 
thousand dollars, each.—The church revenue was derived 
principally from tithes. Its lands were in value about. 
two and a half millions of dollars; and it held mortgages 


to the immense amount of about forty millions of dollars.” 
oe 


LAW RELIGION. 


It appears frem the Boston Centinel, in the late amendments to the Con- 
stitution of Massachusetts, it was proposed to repeal that part of the Decla- 
ration of Rights, which invested the Legislature with authority to ene 
force an attendance upon the instructors of public worship. ‘This amend- 
ment being rejected, *‘ the people (says the Centinel) determine, that the 
old provisions on the subject of public worship and religious freedom are 
sufficient; that people ought to be compelled to go to church,” &e. 

The following is, moreover, an extract from the /7/ird Article of the 
Constitution of Massachusetis: * The people of this Commonwealth have 
a right to invest their Legislature with power to authorize and require, and 
the Legislature shall, from time to time, authorize and require, the seve- 
ral towns, parishes, precincts, and other bocies politic, or religious. socie- 
ties, to make suitable provision, at their own expence, for the institution of 
the public worship of God, and for the support and maintenance of public 
Protestant teachers of piety, religion and morality, in all cases where such 
provision sh«il not be made voluntarily.” 

To employ any kind of force in matters of religion, seems as contrary to 
the rights of man, as it is repugnant to the principles of the gospel. 

Again:—The Hartford Times, under the head of Old Times Revived, 
states: ** A Mr. Stanton, of Norwich, (Massachusetts) a member of a 
Baptist church, has recently been imprisoned for a tax to support a cone 
a eran minister.” 

‘hatever may be the sentiments of some, we must say, that we fear the 
numerous theological studeuts now in this country preparing for the mi- 
nistry, will produce an influence in society, as dangerous to religious freee 
dom, as it is destructive of pure and undefiled ctiristianity. 

The treasurer of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, has 
acknowledged the receipt of three thousand seven hundred and twelve dol- 
lars, and seventy five cents, for the Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
during the month of May last. { Philadelphia Gazette. 


The Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church, in their last annual 
Report to the General Assembly, observe :—“ ‘The propriety of proposing 
a reduetion of the salary of the missionaries to its former amount, came 
under discussion in the board. On the whole, however, it was deemed 
expedient to let the salary remain for the present at forty dollars per 
month.” But it appears by an act of the late General Assembly, held in 
this city, that the monthly consideration to be allowed to the mussionaries 
of the board is reduced to thirty three dollars. 

If the wages of a missionary were brought down to the common wages 
ef a mechanic, and ministers were to get no more for preaching than Ja- 
bouring men do for working in the field, we wonder how many of those 
who now go to study divinity, and prepare for the ministry, would-.enter 
upon the study of law or medicine, and become lawyers and doctors. 





The City of Rome, once the proud tnistress of the world, contains, at 
present, about 90,000 inhabitamts. Its population decresses near 10,00 
annually. [4. D. Advertiver. 
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Frtract of a letter from Harrisburg, {[ Pa.| dated June 11, 1841, 

“'T.-day was laid the corner stone of a German Presbyterian Church, in this 
place. Theconcourse of people was large; amounting from 2,500 to 3,000. Several 
setmons were preached on the occasion—one of which was delivered by Mr. Wine 
brener, pastor of the congregation. His text was Zech. iv.7. He showed the dif. 
ficulties Zerubbabel had to contend with in building the temple: comparing the 
pressure of the times now, to the great mountain spoken of inthetext. In the ap- 
plication of his discourse, he brought forward several passages of scripture, prepa 
ratory to making a collection; such as: ‘ the Lord loveth a cheerful giver,’ &c. &c, 
desi: ing the audience to give a reasonable ccutribution, At length he came to the 
point; telling them what he thought reasonable. Let a poor labouring man give 
the price of one day’s work; a dealing man giwe the amount of one day’s gain; a 
rich merchant give the amount of four or five day’s gain; a farmer give the fittieth 
bushel of wheat, or the amount of a bushe], Should God bless the farmer with 500 
bushels, give the amount of 10; it blessed with 1,000 bushels, give the amount of 


~@0, &c. &c. As I passed through the crowd, I observed the labouring men, with 


whom I was acquainted, casting in the amount of a day’s work; and the poor cos 
Joured people throwing in their mites; while the rich cast in of their abundance, 
I was told, that some individuals gave ten dollars. Is it not truly a pity, while 
there are so many objects of real necessity in almost every part of our country, 
that people should be so ready to give that excellent talent money, to build costly 
and magnificent meeting-houses ; ‘not calculated to teach mankind mecekness and 
humility, but to make them proud and high-minded,”” 


At a time like the present, when a faithful testimony has almost ceased, 
and degeneracy is making rapid strides—threatening as it were to deluge 
the exrth—and those who, from a sense of duty, endeavour to stem the 
torrent must be exposed to much hatred and ill will; persons in any dee 
gree sincere cannot be too careful how they except against, and blame 
what they may term uncharitable and severe, or represent as pulling all 
down and building nothing up, lest they should be only echoing the voice 
of stich as are opposers of the truth, and thereby strengthen their cause 3 
while they injure themselves, and prevent the proper effects of a testi- 
mony upon others. It is scarcely necessary to show, that there is a great 
deal now in christendom that must he pulled down and done away, before 
truth and righteousness can flourish and prevail in the earth; and however 
little thanks those may receive who labour in such a work, the performs 
ance of it is as requisite and indispensable, as the removal of briars and 
thorns out of a field intended for wheat. Our Saviour, in allusion to the 
maxims and practices of the pharisees and scribes, said, ‘“‘Every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.” And 
Jeremiah, when called by the word of the Lord, was required first “to 
root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down,” and thea 
he was “to build, and to plant.” 

*,° Several communications are necessarily delayed for want of room, 
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